FOUNDATIONS OF BRITISH PATRIOTISM
Your title like your estate appertained to yourself alone,
and if it survived your death, remained strictly entailed
in line of primogeniture. But the blood that ran in your
veins, be you Duke, be you Lord, was as that of other
men, and contained no magic or virtue that could be
transmitted to your posterity.
But abroad it was different. There nobility was not
sterile ; there blueness of blood was allowed to create an
artificial species of men, set apart from the common herd,
with special privileges and a superiority rigidly defined,
preserved by in-breeding, and sufficient unto itself without
what Lord Melbourne would have called any damned
nonsense about merit. The effect of this in time would
be to put the common herd under what was, in effect,
a domination of foreigners.
Why this obstinately refused to happen in England,
why all attempts to define even the status of a gentleman
never succeeded in cutting any practical ice, is a thing
for which, as far as I know, there has never been any
serious attempt to account. There is probably no simple
explanation. No doubt the same national spirit that has
inspired the Common Law makes John Bull abhor caste
as nature abhors a vacuum. Much also must be conceded
to the unique train of circumstances following on the
Conquest. The Norman Kings, in alliance with the
English nation, were strong enough to prevent a feudal
baronage from ever getting a proper start except during
the abhorred and never-to-be-repeated anarchy of
Stephen's reign. But when the Kings did at last forsake
the alliance with the people for that with the Pope, they
were still strong enough to drive the Baronage to seek that
self-same popular alliance, and function, not as a caste,
but nationally. Last, but not least, we must give credit to
the fostering genius, in the most critical period, of those
two master nation-builders, Simon and Edward.
Account for it as we will, this thing, of such vital
moment, did happen. By the end of the thirteenth century
England had attained that stage of development in which
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